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spiro[4,5]decane-3-on (lactam derivative) as key intermediates. The lactam is sub- 
sequently hydrolysed to gabapentin hydrochloride which is transformed into the fi- 
nal product by means of a ion-exchange resin (see D1 , pp. 6-8 and Examples). 

T h e prob le m to b e s o l ved by the pre s ent ap pl icat i on w ith r es pe c t to t his p ri or art is 

to provide an alternative/improved process for the production of a gabapentin. 

3. The process of present claim 1 differ from the known method essentially in that it 
employs new intermediates represented by the formulae I la and lib. Surprisingly, 
catalytic hydrogenation of these compounds directly yields gabapentin without any 
lactam formation, thereby making the labour-demanding and expensive ion- 
exchange separation superfluous. 

Accordingly, the subject-matter of claim 1 meets the requirements of Article 
33(2)(3) PCT. 

4. Dependent claims 2-5 concem particular embodiment of claim 1 . They fulfil the 
requirements of Art. 33(2) and (3) PCT as well. 

5. The compounds of 6 and 7 are novel intermediates in the process of claim 1 . 
Thus, claims 6 and 7 also meet the requirements of Article 33(2)(3) PCT. 
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SECTION VI 

Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) 

Application No Publication date Filing date Priority date (valid claim) 

Patent No (day/month/year) (day/month/year) (day/month/year) 

W09921824 06.05.99 23.09.98 27.10.97 

and24.08.98 

SECTION VIII 

1 . The process according to clainn 1 for the production of a pharmaceuticallv accep- 
table salt of gabapentin is not supported by the description as required by Article 6 

pct; 

2. The definition of X in the reagent R^-X (cf. claim 1) has been omitted from the des- 
cription. Hence, claim 1 does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT, 
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